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In the early 1980s, public health and blood industry officials became more certain that AIDS was a blood Who Is Minding
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nucleic acid testing (NAT), and any HIV positive blood is removed from the blood supply.

“[W]e doctors were unknowingly infecting our hemophiliac patients with
the human immunodeficiency virus. Virtually every hemophiliac | treated
in the mid-1980s has since died from AIDS. This was the way Ryan White
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became infected with HIV sometime in the late 19/0s or early 1980s.”

Dr. Howard Markel, Remembering Ryan White, PBS News Hour

Ryan White was 13 in 1984 when he was diagnosed with AIDS, following a blood Every day is a challenge for
. ] ‘ ] ‘ people with AIDS and those
transfusion. Doctors gave him six months to live. When Ryan tried to return to school, who love them. What follows
is the story of one such day.
he faced AlDS-related discrimination in his Indiana community. He gained national an White s 15, and he is dying. | “What kind of people would subject
attention when, along with his mother Jeanne White Ginder, he rallied for his right to Q':E}':'f}:,?:ﬁ,':f:'..:r:‘.::ti.-;::,:;::::.:}':;,:':: 20 seeiiee e R

turned off, and Ryan is warming | Whites moved away from Kokomo. ‘I didn't
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attend school. Ryan served as an eloquent spokesman about AlDS to his classmates,

the media, and the public at large. _ o , :
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Ryan lived five years longer than his doctors expected. He died in April, 1990, a month and | didn't know it at that time—that his legacy would
before his high school graduation. Congress passed the Ryan White Comprehensive be that people are getting their drugs and their treatment

AIDS Resources Emergency (CARE) Act in August, 1990. and that people are living with AIDS.”

Jeanne White Ginder, mother of Ryan White,
Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program, ryanwhite.hrsa.gov/

In 2015, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) moved

from a controversial lifetime ban on gay and bisexual men

donating blood to a deferral of one year for any man who

4 had sex with men (MSM) during the past 12 months. In

dhtiovg;mg Nov 01). BLOOD, SEX, and the FDA. The 2020, the FDA announced that it was updating its blood

donation policy regarding MSM, reducing the deferral

period from 12 months to 3 months. In 2023, the FDA

P " Issued final guidance regarding an individual donor

N QT assessment for all blood donors, regardless of gender or

TYPE sexual orientation. This change eliminated previous FDA

| eligibility criteria based on sexual orientation. Sexual

| activity questions in the pre-donation health screening are
ceauTy \ W BB now based on specific behaviors, not on sexual orientation.

The Blood Equality campaign, blood-equality.com

American Red Cross LGBTQ+ Team Member Resdrce Group, redcrossblood.org

“[L]Jifting the ban [on men who have sex with
men] could increase the total annual blood
supply by 2%-4%, adding from 345,400 to
615,300 pints of blood each year.”
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